
Sharps Container Program
Pulaski County, Arkansas



City Workers injured by     
discarded needles. 

Discarded needles thrown
in trash or flushed down 
commodes are a constant
threat to sanitation and
wastewater workers.



Dumping of used needles in trash and recycling



Beware! Disaster is only one 
syringe away!

There are more than 3 ½ million sharps 
disposed of in Pulaski County each year



Dangers to the Public

• Needle sticks spread blood-borne 
pathogens

• Transmission of Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C 
and HIV

• Danger to health care workers, sanitation 
and waste water workers

• Danger to children and pets
• Could be subject to reuse and misuse



The Spread of Disease through 
sharps waste is preventable.

• This is the main reason that the solid 
waste district began the free sharps 
container program.

• Solid Waste Districts should always strive 
to initiate and support programs that 
promote the general health and welfare of 
the public.



Began Program in October of 
2005

• Set up account with Sharps Compliance
• Obtained list of pharmacies in the county
• Contacted each pharmacy about 

participation
• Determined logo, printed displays, ordered 

sharps containers
• Delivered sign displays and sharps 

containers to participating pharmacies.



Setting up the Program

• $800        (4) cases of qt. containers (480)
• $700        Printing of display sheets
• $600        Plastic display holders 

• Total Set Up     $2100     



The Program continues…..

• Pharmacies call when out of containers 
and a delivery service delivers the same 
day.

• Anyone living in Pulaski County has 
access to free containers.



• The “free” sharps container program now 
has a total of 58 pharmacies participating.

• A total of 4,800 sharps containers have 
been distributed through April of 2008.



A Participating Pharmacy



Proper Disposal
• Filled containers may be taken to any of 

our Household Chemical Collection 
Facilities. Haz-MERT, the contractor, picks 
up for proper disposal.


