
             

Backyard Composting
  
Implementing Composting Programs 
in Your Community: 
 

Insights from the Experience of 3000+ 
Communities 



             

Overview of presentation 

� Reasons why: 
Environmental, Economic, Social 
 
� Compost Bin Distribution Programs: 
 Planning, promotion, education & 

implementation 
 
� Results: 
 Highlights & Insights of Compost Bin 

Truckload Sales 

 



             Reasons for a Backyard 
Composting Program 

� No costly processing facility needed 
� Potentially reduced collection costs 

� Reduced landfill tipping fees 

� Increase life of landfill 
� Reduced landfill GHG issues 
� Increases soil health 
� Improves water retention in soil 
� Improves community spirit 

� Recycling rates often increase 
 



             

A quick reminder… 

 

� One of the oldest forms of waste 
diversion 

� Soil health relies on organic 
replenishment 

� The original Mobius Loop =  Collection, 
Processing, Utilization 

 



             

Savings Chart: 



             Taking a look at why: promoting 
BYC over curbside collection of 
SSO…  

� Cost for curbside 
collection 

� Truck and other capital 
costs 

� Staffing costs 

� Processing costs 

� Administrative costs 
� Soil degradation 

� Environmental costs 

 
 

  
� Benefits of BYC 

� Organic material stays put 

� No collection costs 
� No processing costs 

� Residential responsibility 
increases 

� Often increases curbside 
recycling rates 

� Truly recycling-collection, 
processing and utilization 

 

 



             The cost of having a BYC 
Program 

� Average one-time subsidy to the resident 
is usually about $10-$15  

� Households can compost over 750 lbs of 
organic material per year 

� Depending on your tipping fees, it will 
take less than one year for ROI 

 



             Highlights of 3000 Compost Bin 
Truckload Sales 
 



             

Some Big Sales  

� 10,000 compost bins distributed in one 
day in Lake Co. IL 

� 18,000 compost bins distributed in one 
day in New Orleans 
� Closed down a highway 

� 5,000 compost bins distributed on one 
day in Calgary last June 

� Many others all over North America 



             

Some Typical Sales   

� 1592 compost bins distributed  in one 
day Orange County NC March 2009 

� 2084 compost bins distributed in two 
day’s Baltimore Co MD – April 2009 

� 1818 compost bins distributed in one day 
Tallahassee FL –April 2009 

� 1603 compost bins distributed in one day 
Hamilton Co, Cin. OH May 2009 



             

Greenville Co., SC- Oct 2008 

 



             

More pictures 

 



             

� Promotion 
� Radio  
� Newspaper 

� Die cut 

� Grass Roots 

Pedal Power 



             More Bicycle Transport-
Madison WI May 2009 

 



             

June, 2007 – Tallahassee FL.  



             

Lined up 1 hour before sale. 

 



             

A Couple of Testimonials: 
� LEON COUNTY, FL 
 “Since our first event in April 2006, 3000 compost bins are in use 

throughout Leon County, representing approximately 975 tons of waste 
being diverted from the landfill annually!  Based on this, we will see a 
return on investment in compost bin truckload sales in just over 1 
year...” 
Adam Schlachter, Leon County Recycling Coordinator 
Board of County Commissioners 
301 South Monroe, St. Tallahassee FL 

 
� PORTLAND METRO, OR  
 “Based on assumptions that households divert about 500 pounds of 

food and yard trimmings per bin, the bins will last 10 years ... 88% of bin 
purchasers are still using their bins after 3 years, we get a cost of $25 
per ton diverted (including costs to household and to Metro). This 
compares to a cost of $125 per ton for curbside collection of yard 
trimmings (there are no other options for food scraps).”   
Steve Apotheker, Senior Recycling Policy Analyst 
Waste Reduction, Planning & Outreach 
Metro 
600 NE Grand Avenue, Portland, OR 



             

Recent Event 



             

Thank you!! 

Amy Freeman-Rosa 

Norseman Plastics Ltd.  

an ORBIS Company 

Environmental Products Division 

 

amyearthmachines@sbcglobal.net  

www.earthmachine.com 

 


