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Kara Taylor, Environmental Programs Coordinator

City of Lee‟s Summit, Missouri

B.S. – Geology/Geophysics, UMR (now MO S&T)

Work History:

Environmental Consulting – 11 ½ years

 site investigation & remediation

 Phase I ESAs

 Brownfields

City of Lee‟s Summit – nearly 2 years

 Oversee the City‟s environmental programs, 

including outreach and education
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Lee‟s Summit‟s Environmental Programs

 Resource Recovery Park (landfill, yard waste, 

brush, compost, mulch, asphalt shingle recycling, 

tire recycling, appliance recycling, concrete 

recycling, household hazardous waste facility, etc.)

 Drop-Off Recycling Centers

 Electronics Recycling Events

 Curbside Recycling Program

 Downtown Recycling

 Household Hazardous Waste Program

 Rain Barrel Workshops

 Stream Team Events
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Lee‟s Summit‟s Environmental Programs (cont.)

 Outdoor Classroom (under construction)

 Mobile Paper Shredding Event

 “Green on Green” Sustainability Fair

 Sweep the Summit/Earth Day

 Clean Your Files Day/America Recycling Day

 Adopt-A-Street

 Sustain Environmental Excellence (citizen group)

 Internal Recycling Programs (batteries, cell phones, 

ink cartridges, and keys in addition to „usual‟ 

items) 

More than 20 programs
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Lee‟s Summit has a commitment to improve

sustainability throughout the community.  

Goal

Offer as many environmental services to the

community as possible.  

Most of Lee‟s Summit‟s programs are geared toward

landfill diversion and water quality/conservation.
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How to develop/promote a program/event?

Need to ask several questions…

 What is the program?  What is the purpose?

 Who is the audience?  Who is impacted or can 

benefit from the program?

 Why does the City want to offer the program?  Why 

is it important?

 How can the City promote these programs?  By 

what means do the target audience receive their 

information?
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What is the program?  What is the purpose?

Examples:

 Electronics Recycling Event – purpose is to offer an 

alternative method of disposal (landfill diversion).

 Mobile Paper Shred Event – purpose is to offer 

secure shredding of sensitive documents for 

recycling (landfill diversion).

 Rain Barrel Workshops – purpose is to teach 

participants   how to build their own barrel and 

collect their own water (water quality and 

conservation).
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Who is the audience?  Who is impacted or can benefit

from the programs?

Examples:

 Outdoor Classroom – audience is primarily kids

 Downtown Recycling Program – audience is 

primarily the downtown business patrons

 Internal Recycling Program – audience is primarily 

City Staff

Other audiences could include residents, businesses,

volunteers, surrounding communities, etc.
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Why does the City offer these programs?  Why are they

important?

Examples:

 Adopt-A-Street –improve water quality, aesthetics 

of the community, community pride, etc.

 Drop-Off Recycling Centers –increase landfill 

diversion, public education, etc.

 Clean Your Files Day – promote recycling (landfill 

diversion), increase staff awareness, etc.

Other reasons to offer programs:  inform, educate,

provide ownership, create partnerships, etc.



GOVERNMENT OUTREACH

How does the City promote these programs?  By what

means do the target audience receive their

information?

All of the following are means by which the City of

Lee‟s Summit promotes our Environmental Programs…

 Flyers

 Press Releases

 Government Channel

 Website

 Monthly E-newsletter

 City Newsletter

 City staff newsletter

 Intranet

 Utility Bills

 Chamber of 

Commerce

 Schools

 Businesses

 VOLUNTEERS!!
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www.lslandfill.net
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flyers
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Article #10 (04/10)

Spring is here...FINALLY! And with Spring comes TONS of 

Environmental Programs sponosred by the City, such as Rain Barrel 

Workshops, the Public Works Stream Team, the Sweep the Summit 

event, and the Electronics Recycling Event. Volunteers are needed 

at these event, particularly the Electronics Recycling Event, so you 

are encouranged to involved! If you would like to learn more about 

the City's environmental programs, please visit the City's 

Environmental webpage at www.lslandfill.net.

Make today a GREEN day!

Kara Taylor
Environmental Coordinator

The City debuted this electronic newsletter in July 2009

in an effort to bring information about upcoming

environmental programs directly to YOU!

Current Environmental News and Events
(click title for articles on-line)

Jackson Co. Trash Bash & Kids' Poster Contest

The Jackson County Cleanup Coalition is hosting their 2nd Annual 

Jackson County Trash Bash on April 2, 2010. New this year, is a 

poster contest for children ages 5 through 12.

Rain Barrel Workshop; April 10

The City of Lee's Summit is partnering with the Parks and Recreation 

Departmet and Bridging the Gap to offer a Rain Barrel Workshop 

on April 10.

Stream Team - DATE CHANGED!

Due to forecasted rainy weather, the Stream Team event has been 

moved to Saturday, April 17; 9am - Noon at Hartman Park in 

conjunction with the annual Sweep the Summit event.

Sweep the Summit

April 17, 9:30am - Noon; Hartman Park (700 SW Pryor 

Road). Residents of all ages are invited to help us clean up our 

community!

Electronics Recycling Event

May 1, 9am - 2pm, Lee's Summit High School (400 SE Blue 

Parkway). Fees apply.

Sustain Enviro. Excellence (SEE)

SEE is a grass-roots, citizen-driven group committed to providing 

support and education for sustainable lifestyles in our 

community. SEE meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 6:30pm in 

City Hall.

Environmental Tip of the Month
Put a SPRING in your Step!

It's Spring...FINALLY! Why not take in the beautiful weather by 

leaving your car and walking to your short-distance destination?

www.lslandfill.net

The City of Lee's Summit

provides a wide range of 

services to help protect or 

community and its 

environment. A few of 

these services include:

 Resource 

Recovery Park

 Two drop-off 

recycling 

centers

 Household 

Hazardous 

Waste Facility

 Recycling in the 

Downtown 

District

 Rain Barrel 

Workshops

 Electronics 

Recycling 

Events

 Stream Team 

cleanup 

activities

Government channel

http://www.lslandfill.net/
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/547/Jackson-Co-Trash-Bash-Kids-Poster-Contest.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/508/Rain-Barrel-Workshop-April-10.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/559/Stream-Team-DATE-CHANGED.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/559/Stream-Team-DATE-CHANGED.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/559/Stream-Team-DATE-CHANGED.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/559/Stream-Team-DATE-CHANGED.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/560/Sweep-the-Summit.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/558/Electronics-Recycling-Event.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/202/Sustain-Enviro-Excellence-SEE.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/202/Sustain-Enviro-Excellence-SEE.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/202/Sustain-Enviro-Excellence-SEE.aspx
http://cityofls.net/Environment/Environment-News/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/625/Put-a-SPRING-in-your-Step.aspx
http://www.lslandfill.net/
http://www.cityofls.net/
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QUESTIONS?

Kara Taylor

Environmental Programs Coordinator

City of Lee‟s Summit

Public Works Department

220 SE Green Street

Lee‟s Summit, MO  64063

816.969.1804

kara.taylor@cityofls.net

www.lslandfill.net

mailto:Kara.taylor@cityofls.net
http://www.lslandfill.net/

