LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Emphasizing the Environmental Angle

Dear Editor,

On November 15, Americans will celebrate America Recycles Day. Recycling is a simple way in

which everyone in (Your State or Community) can protect the environment, preserve our natural

resources, and contribute to the economic well-being of our nation.

When manufacturers make new products out of the materials we recycle, they reduce the water and air

pollution normally created and they save energy. For example, it takes 95% less energy to recycle

aluminum than it does to make it from raw materials.

Every little bit helps. I invite everyone in (Your State or Community) to renew his or her

commitment to recycling and buying recycled products this year. Fill out a pledge form at (insert event

name, location, date, time) or online at www.americarecyclesday.org.

(Your Name)

(Title, Organization)

(City, State)

Emphasizing the Economic Angle

Dear Editor,

On November 15, Americans will celebrate America Recycles Day. Recycling is a simple way in

which everyone in (Your State or Community) can protect the environment, preserve our natural

resources, and contribute to the economic well-being of our nation. According to the National Recycling

Coalition, the recycling industry is comparable in size to the auto and truck manufacturing industry.

That’s a lot of jobs! By recycling, we help keep or create jobs in our communities.

Every little bit helps. I invite everyone in (Your State or Community) to renew his or her

commitment to recycling and buying recycled products this year. Fill out a pledge form at (insert event

name, location, date, time) or online at www.americarecyclesday.org.

(Your Name)

(Title, Organization)

(City, State)

Emphasizing Opportunity to Do More

Dear Editor,

On November 15, Americans will celebrate America Recycles Day. Recycling is a simple way in

which everyone in (Your State or Community) can protect the environment, preserve our natural

resources, and contribute to the economic well-being of our nation.
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According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, many easily recycled materials are still

thrown away. For example, 78% of glass containers, 60% of aluminum cans, 41% of steel cans, 45% of

paper and paperboard containers and packaging are not currently recycled. Demand for these recyclable

materials has never been greater and, in many cases, manufacturers aren’t getting all the recyclables they

can use.

Every little bit helps. I invite everyone in (Your State or Community) to renew his or her

commitment to recycling and buying recycled products this year. Fill out a pledge form at (insert event

name, location, date, time) or online at www.americarecyclesday.org.

(Your Name)

(Title, Organization)

(City, State)

Emphasizing Buying Recycled Products

Dear Editor,

On November 15, Americans will celebrate America Recycles Day. Recycling is a simple way in

which everyone in (Your State or Community) can protect the environment, preserve our natural

resources, and contribute to the economic well-being of our nation.

Recycling our containers and papers is a great start, but each of us can close the recycling loop by

buying recycled products too, at home and at work. When you look at products and the packaging they

are in, favor the ones that clearly state on the label how much recycled materials they contain.

Every little bit helps. I invite everyone in (Your State or Community) to renew his or her

commitment to recycling and buying recycled products this year. Fill out a pledge form at (insert event

name, location, date, time) or online at www.americarecyclesday.org.

(Your Name)

(Title, Organization)

(City, State)
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OPINION-EDITORIAL PIECE

We suggest adding local statistics and information to this op-ed where possible.

On November 15, Americans will celebrate America Recycles Day. Recycling is a simple way in

which everyone in (Your State or Community) can protect the environment, preserve our natural

resources, and contribute to the economic well-being and security of our nation.

Recycling protects the environment in many ways. When manufacturers make new products out

of the materials we recycle, they reduce the water and air pollution normally created by the process. For

instance, recycled paper supplies more than 37% of the raw materials used to make new paper products in

the U.S. Without recycling, more trees would be cut down.

Recycling also saves energy. For example, it takes 95% less energy to recycle aluminum than it

does to make it from raw materials. Making recycled steel saves 60%, recycled newspaper 40%, recycled

plastics 70%, and recycled glass 40%. Saving energy and conserving other natural resources have become

issues of national security.

Recycling contributes to our economy as well by creating more jobs than throwing recyclables in

the trash. According to the National Recycling Coalition, recycling creates four jobs for every one job

created in the waste management and disposal industries. In fact, the recycling industry is comparable in

size to the auto and truck manufacturing industry. Recycling creates 1.1 million U.S. jobs, $236 billion in

gross annual sales and $37 billion in annual payrolls.

When our government agencies invest in local recycling programs, it pays great dividends by

creating private sector jobs. For every job collecting recyclables, there are 26 jobs in processing the

materials and manufacturing them into new products. By recycling, we help keep these manufacturing

jobs in our communities.

Many of us have been recycling for a long time, and it may seem like we are doing all we can.

But the reality is quite different. According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, many easily

recycled materials are still thrown away. For example, 78% of glass containers, 60% of aluminum cans,

41% of steel cans, 45% of paper and paperboard containers and packaging are not currently recycled. And

it’s not because there’s no place for the materials to go.

Demand for these recyclable materials has never been greater and, in many cases, manufacturers aren’t

getting all the recyclables they can use.

Please do your part to ensure that we all reap the many benefits of recycling. To renew your

commitment to recycling and buying recycled products this year, you can complete a pledge form at

(insert event name, location, date, time) or online at www.americarecyclesday.org. Every little bit helps,

and it all comes back to us.
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SAMPLE PROCLAMATION #1

Each year, Americans generate nearly 230 million tons of municipal solid waste. That’s more

than 4.5 pounds per person per day. While the nation has reached an overall recycling rate of 33

percent, much more can be done, especially in closing the loop and purchasing products made

with recycled content.

WHEREAS, to focus the nation’s attention on the importance of recycling and closing the

loop, businesses, industries, government agencies, nonprofit organizations, and individuals have

joined together to celebrate America Recycles Day and are encouraging their employers, staff,

customers, membership, and all citizens to pledge to buy more recycled-content products starting

on November 15:

WHEREAS, participating in America Recycles 2007 is one way citizens can help raise

awareness about the need to reduce waste by reusing, recycling, and buying recycled products;

WHEREAS, the theme of America Recycles Day is “It All Comes Back To You;”

WHEREAS, state community leaders need to spread the word about the excellent recycling

programs they have established, the growth of markets for recyclable materials, the importance

of buying recycled products;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY ______________________________________

THAT Tuesday, November 15, 2007, is hereby proclaimed as:

AMERICA RECYCLES DAY IN _______________________________________________

(Commonwealth / State / City / Town) _____________________________________

RESOLVED this ________day of _______________________2007.

Signed___________________________________________________________
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SAMPLE PROCLAMATION # 2

Whereas, (Your City / State) recognize the importance of protecting and preserving our natural

resources and work to make the world a better place by adopting conscientious living habits that

will improve our daily lives and bring about a cleaner, safer and healthier environment; and

Whereas, the (Your City or State Motto - like: The U.S.V.I. – American Paradise) has

undertaken many positive and successful waste reduction programs that have helped make (Your

City / State) one of our Nation's recycling leaders, however, we can further reduce waste and

recycle even more; and

Whereas, although there has been a significant increase in the amount of recycling in (Your

City / State) today, we must continue to focus on other initiatives such as waste reduction,

composting, the reuse of products and materials, and purchasing recycled products and

packaging; and

Whereas, by encouraging businesses, State agencies, nonprofit organizations, schools and

individuals to celebrate (Your City / State) America Recycles Day 2007, we can further promote

recycling as an environmentally efficient and, economically smart way of life; and

Whereas, State and local community leaders can help encourage recycling by informing

citizens about the importance of buying recycled products; they can also help foster greater

awareness of the need to expand collection programs for recyclable goods and materials by

promoting the benefits of recycling investments for businesses; and

Whereas, it is important that all (Your City / State, e.g. “the U. S. Virgin Islands” ) become

involved in recycling activities and learn more about the many recycled products and packaging

available to them as consumers; it is also fitting for (Your City / State) to celebrate the 2007

American Recycles Day theme: “It All Comes Back To You!”; in acting upon this theme, we

help ensure a safe and healthy environment and an improved quality of life for present and future

generations;

Now, Therefore, I, (Your Governor, e.g. Charles W. Turnbull, or other authority), do hereby

recognize November 15, 2007 as

(Your City / County / State) RECYCLES DAY
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SAMPLE PROCLAMATION #3

OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION

(Your City / State) America Recycles Day

November 15, 2007

WHEREAS (Your City / State) residents generate more than (Your Tonnage #) tons of trash,

and this trash is buried in a landfill; and

WHEREAS (Your City / State) residents are on track to recycle more than (Recycling tonnage

#) tons in 2006 through (Your City / State) curbside (or drop-off) recycling

program; and

WHEREAS (The name of your recycling program), a program of (Your City / State DPW,

DNR, EPA, etc), is the largest municipal recycling program in the State of (Your

City / State if applicable), serving (Your City / State) residents every- (time

period, each week, weekly, daily); and

WHEREAS Recycling saves precious energy, conserves valuable natural resources, protects

the environment, reduces landfill needs and has a positive economic impact; and

WHEREAS The City and County of (Your City and County, if applicable) and its residents

can do more to reduce and recycle waste; and

WHEREAS Waste reduction and the purchase of recycled-content products are critically

important elements of an environmentally responsible waste management

program; and

WHEREAS America Recycles Day is a national promotion to help raise awareness about

recycling and buying recycled products; and

WHEREAS The theme of America Recycles Day 2007 is, “It All Comes Back To You”; and

WHEREAS (Your organization, City / State) is hosting America Recycles Day 2007 events to

celebrate the worthwhile cause of recycling and is giving away fun prizes for

residents who commit to do more to make recycling work; and

WHEREAS Recycling is good for the (Your City / State or “our”) community.

Now, therefore, I, (responsible person e.g. Governor, Mayor, Council President, etc), proclaim

November 15, 2007

America Recycles Day

32

in the (City / State or Locality).

Given under my hand and the Executive Seal of the State

(or County, etc), this 15th day of November 2007.

Honorable Charles W. Turnbull, Governor (e.g.)
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SAMPLE PROCLAMATION #4

Each year, Americans generate nearly 230 million tons of municipal solid waste. That’s more

than 4.5 pounds per person per day. While the nation has reached an overall recycling rate of 33

percent, much more can be done, especially in closing the loop and purchasing products made

with recycled content.

WHEREAS, to focus the nation’s attention on the importance of recycling and closing the

loop, businesses, industries, government agencies, nonprofit organizations, and individuals have

joined together to celebrate America Recycles Day and are encouraging their employers, staff,

customers, membership, and all citizens to pledge to buy more recycled products starting on

November 15;

WHEREAS, participating in America Recycles Day 2007 is one way citizens can help raise

awareness about the need to reduce waste by reusing, recycling, and buying recycled products;

WHEREAS, the theme of America Recycles Day is “It All Comes Back to You”;

WHEREAS, state and community leaders need to spread the word about the excellent

recycling programs they have established, the growth of markets for recyclable materials, the

importance of buying recycled products;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY ____________ THAT November 15, 2007, is

hereby proclaimed as:

AMERICA RECYCLES DAY in _______________________________.

RESOLVED this ____ day of _____________, 2007.

Signed___________________

34

SAMPLE PROCLAMATION #5

< City / Town / County >

< STATE >

By < Her / His > Honor

< Name of Mayor / County Council or Commissioner >

A Proclamation

Whereas: The decisions we make concerning recycling and resource consumption every day

are critical in determining our quality of life and economic viability for

generations to come and the < City / Town / County > of < insert name > has a

rich history of being on the forefront of industrial change throughout < list some

period of history, e.g. Industrial Revolution, etc > in the 19th Century, and the

technology boom in the 20th Century, a history which is the source of our vitality

today and our promise for the future; and

Whereas: The < Name of State > can again look to the < City / Town / County >as a leader

in an industrial change that is necessary for our economic and physical health.

The State of < State Name > produces more trash than it can dispose of,

requiring that every year we export in excess of < list tonnage > of trash to other

states < or counties >. Annually the < City / Town / County > pays over < list

waste disposal costs for previous year > to dispose of refuse that could have been

recycled, a cost that we cannot afford in dollars or air quality; and

Whereas: Waste reduction and the efficient use of our natural and economic resources is

critical to a sustainable way of life, and whereas recycling is fundamental to

waste reduction, the America Recycles Day campaign has encouraged recycling

activities throughout the United States since 1997.

Now, Therefore, I, < Insert Name of Mayor / Council or Commissioner and Title > of the < City

/ Town / County, State > do hereby proclaim the day of November 15, 2007 as “ < City / Town /

County > Recycles Day” in the < City / Town / County >, < State >.

Given this < Numeric date > day of < Month > 2007.

SEAL < Signature >

< Title >
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SAMPLE PROCLAMATION #6

BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF < county and state name >

IN THE MATTER CONCERNING PROCLAIMING )

NOVEMBER 15, 2007, AS “AMERICA RECYCLES DAY” )

P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, each year, American generate more than 217 million tons of municipal solid waste

– more than 4.5 pounds per person per day. While the nation has reached an overall recycling

rate of more than 33 percent, and < name of county > has reached < insert percentage > percent,

much more can be done, especially in closing the loop and purchasing products made with

recycled content; and

WHEREAS, to focus the nation’s attention on the importance of recycling and closing the loop,

businesses, industries, government agencies, nonprofit organizations, and individuals have joined

together to celebrate America Recycles Day 2007 and are encouraging their fellow employees

and employers, staff, customers, membership and all citizens to pledge to do more; and

WHEREAS, participating in America Recycles Day 2007 is one way citizens can help raise

awareness about the need to reduce waste by reusing, recycling, and buying recycled products;

and

WHEREAS, the theme of America Recycles Day is “It All Comes Back To You;” and

WHEREAS, state and community leaders need to spread the word about the excellent programs

they have established, the growth of markets for recyclable materials, and the importance of

buying recycled products.

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, the Board of County Commissioners, of < County Name > County,

< insert state > do hereby proclaim November 15, 2007 as

“AMERICA RECYCLES DAY”

in < insert County name > and urge all citizens to pledge to buy recycled-content products and to

recycle more items in < insert County name > area recycling programs.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and caused the Seal of the < insert

County name > to be affixed this < insert numeric date > day of November 2007.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

OF < insert county name >, < insert state >

COUNTY SEAL

__________________________________

< Signer name and title >

ATTEST:
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< insert name of clerk > ___________________________________

< insert title of clerk > < Additional signer and title >
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SAMPLE PROCLAMATION #7

STATE OF < inset name of state >

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, To focus the state’s attention on the importance of recycling and recycled products,

businesses, government agencies, nonprofit organizations, and individuals have joined

together to celebrate America Recycles Day 2007, and are encouraging their employees,

staff, customers, membership, and all residents to pledge to recycle more and to buy more

recycled products; and

WHEREAS, Participating in America Recycles Day 2007 is one way citizens can help raise

awareness about the need to reduce waste by reusing, recycling, composting, and

buying recycled products; and

WHEREAS, Recycling helps directly to support < insert number of jobs created and sustained by

recycling > manufacturing jobs in the state of < insert state name > and indirectly to

support or induce another < insert total number of jobs related to recycling in the state >

jobs in the state of < insert state name >; and

WHEREAS, The estimated gross economic activity for < insert state name > value-added recycling

manufacturing industry is < insert $ valve >; and

WHREAS, The State of < insert state name > has taken a leadership role in recycling and purchasing

recycled products for state government; and

WHEREAS, The theme of America Recycles Day is “It All Comes Back To You;” and

WHEREAS, State and community leaders need to spread the word about the excellent recycling

programs they have established, the growth of markets in < insert state name > for

recyclable materials, and the importance of buying recycled products.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, < insert Governor name, title and state > by virtue of the authority vested in

me, do hereby proclaim Tuesday, November 15, 2007 as:

“ AMERCIA <or your state> RECYCLES DAY”

in the State of < insert state name >.

STATE SEAL IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of < insert

state name > to be affixed at the State Capitol this <

insert numeric date > day of November in the year of our

Lord two thousand and seven.
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< insert Secretary signature >

< insert title > < insert Governors name below signature >

< Insert title (Governor) >

39
