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elcome to the

Missouri Recycling

Guide! This guide

is designed to pro-

vide Missourians

with helpful infor-

mation on recy-

cling and waste reduction, the recycling process,

and how to look for and purchase products and

packaging made with recycled content. 

This guide is provided as a public information

service of the Missouri Recycling Association,

through a grant from the Missouri Department of

Natural Resources. 

W
Recycling is No 
Longer a Novelty
For Missourians, recycling has become an integral part of our

daily activities at home, work and school. Why? Because recy-
cling contributes secondary resources, in the form of paper

fiber, metals, glass, plastics and other materials, into new products
and packaging.  

Recycling has created a whole new industry of companies to
process, convert and manufacture these secondary resources into
conventional and high-tech products. In fact, American industries
have invested billions of dollars in new equipment to use recyclable
materials in their manufacturing processes. This investment demon-
strates that recycling is economically and environmentally efficient
and a viable contributor to our economy.

Today in the United States, we recycle 28% of our municipal solid
waste (1999 U.S. EPA). That’s almost three times as much as
Americans were recycling fifteen years ago. While we have made
great strides to increase the amount of waste recycled, and diversify
what is recycled, we still have tremendous opportunities to do more.
Recycling greater quantities of materials that would otherwise be
landfilled can help the environment in other ways. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency reports that if we increased the
amount of waste we Americans recycle from 28 to 35 percent, we
would save the equivalent of 9.8 million metric tons of carbon diox-
ide and other greenhouse gas emissions. That’s the same savings in
air emissions through recycling as removing 8 million cars off our
roadways.

Although we recycle more, the quantity of our trash continues to
grow. More packaging, greater consumer spending and a more afflu-
ent and mobile lifestyle yields greater volumes of trash. The United
States Environmental Protection Agency estimates that Americans
generate, on average, 4.62 lbs. of residential and commercial trash
every day. This is down only slightly from past levels.

However, our trash is bulkier and lighter than every before.
Packaging of all types is lighter and more resistant to compaction.
Products are often over-packaged, helping the product to be noticed
on the store shelf, but creating greater disposal implications for man-
aging the packaging waste. 

Increasingly, products themselves are designed for shorter usage
and disposability, at lower cost. Contributing to the volume of trash
generated, as well as its composition. 
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Missouri Solid Waste Management Snapshot 

According to the Missouri Department of Natural Resources,
the growth in the state’s economy in recent years has
increased the generation of waste by residential, commercial

and industrial sources to more than 10 million tons.
Missouri’s commitment to waste diversion and reduction has kept

nearly four million tons of waste from landfills. Over 400 communi-
ties offer residential recycling programs, including curbside collec-
tion and drop-off centers. This includes programs for curbside col-
lection of recyclable materials, drop-off centers or both. Businesses,
offices and manufacturers also recycle significant volumes of materi-
als as a cost-effective way to lower disposal costs.

The Missouri Solid Waste management Law established priorities
for adopting resource recovery practices to diminish our reliance on
landfill disposal. Over $26 million has been distributed through solid
waste management districts to plan and implement regional waste
reduction and recycling initiatives.
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Solid Waste Districts 
Regional Boundaries

Region A - 
Northwest MO Reg. SWMD

114 W. Third
Maryville, MO 64468
(660) 582-5121
(660) 582-7264 fax

Region B - North MO SWMD
906 Main St., P.O. Box 28
Trenton, MO 64683-0188
(660) 359-5086
(660) 359-3096 fax

Region C - 
Northeast MO SWMD

P.O. Box 248
Memphis, MO 63555
(660) 465-7281
(660) 465-7163 fax

Region D - Region D SWMD
P.O. Box 139
Clarksdale, MO 64430
(816) 393-5250
(816) 393-5269 fax

Region E - Mid-America 
Reg. Council SWMD

600 Broadway, Suite 300
Kansas City, MO 64105
(816) 474-4240
(816) 421-7758 fax

Region F - 
West Central MO SWMD

106 N.E. 2nd St. 
Concordia, MO 64020
(660) 463-1000
(660) 463-1001 fax

Region G - 
Mark Twain SWMD

P.O. Box 1113
Hannibal, MO 63401
(573) 221-5912
(573) 221- 5915 fax

Region H - Mid-MO SWMD
P.O. Box 6015
Columbia, MO 65205
(573) 874-7574
(573) 874-7526 fax

Region I - East Central SWMD
P.O. Box 429
Warrenton, MO 63383
(636) 456-3473
(636) 456-2329 fax

Region J - Quad-Lakes SWMD
213 S. Washington
Clinton, MO 64735
(660) 885-3395
(660) 885-4166 fax

Region K - 
Ozark Rivers SWMD

#4 Industrial Drive
St. James, MO 65559
(573) 265-2993
(573) 265-3550 fax

Region L - 
St. Louis-Jefferson SWMD

7525 Sussex
St. Louis, MO 63143
(314) 645-6753
(314) 645-6504 fax

Region M - Region M SWMD
211 Main, Suite 220
(417) 782-3515
(417) 782-2043 fax

Region N- 
Southwest MO SWMD

P.O. Box 63
Mt. Vernon, MO 65712
(417) 466-2758
(417) 466-7842 fax

Region O - Solid Waste District 
940 Boonville Ave.,
Third Floor
Springfield, MO 65802
(417) 859-5786
(417) 868-4175 fax

Region P - 
South Central SWMD

5436 Highway 17
Eunice, MO 65468
(417) 932-5345
(417) 932-5345 fax

Region Q - 
Ozark Foothills Reg. SWMD

3019 Fair St.
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901
(573) 785-6402
(573) 686-5467 fax

Region R -
Southeast MO SWMD

P.O. Box 366
Perryville, MO 63775
(573) 547-8357
(573) 547-7283 fax

Region S - Bootheel SWMD
P.O. Box 397
Malden, MO 63863
(573) 276-2242
(573) 276-6034 fax

Region T - 
Lake of the Ozarks SWMD

P.O. Box 786
Camdenton, MO 65020
(573) 346-5616
(573) 346-2007 fax

The Solid Waste Advisory Board

The Solid Waste Advisory Board is made up of the Chairperson for each of the
20 solid waste management districts (SWMDs), three citizen representatives
and two representatives of solid waste management industry. The SWAB

advises the Missouri Department of Natural Resources on various solid waste man-
agement issues.

For more information about local recycling efforts, contact the solid waste man-
agement district for your region.
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Arecent study evaluated
the types of residential
and commercial trash

discarded into landfills in
Missouri. This study concluded
that 37% of the materials
deposited in Missouri landfills
are recyclable. Obviously, once
discarded in a landfill, these
materials are too dirty and con-
taminated to recycle. However,
their potential economic value, if
recycled rather than landfilled,
would be approximately 125
million dollars, at 1997 market
prices. Something to think about,
the next time someone you know
tosses a plastic bottle, aluminum
can or newspaper in the trash.

WASTE PER PERSON, PER YEAR
Missouri Waste Composition Study, 1997

What Quantity Of Additional Materials Could 
Be Recycled In Missouri & Diverted From Disposal?

More than half of
American homes have
one or more comput-

ers. Chances are these same
homes have an older computer
stashed somewhere in the base-
ment or garage, a victim of the
rapid advances in memory, speed
and features that make todayÕs
model of computer practically
outdated before itÕs booted up. 

Fortunately, we have alterna-
tives to sending old computers
and peripheral hardware to a
landfill. There are companies that
will update an existing computer,
accept trade-ins, and purchase or
accept old computers for refur-
bishing or recycling. Several
major computer companies are
also setting up internal programs
for accepting back and recycling
their own brand of computers.
Lastly, whatÕs outdated for your
personal use may be perfectly
acceptable for someone elseÕs
needs. Consider donating your
old computer to local schools or
charities, or selling it at a garage
sale. 

Amazingly, 100 million new
computers are sold each year in
the United States. According to
the United States Environmental
Protection Agency, only about 13
percent of obsolete computers
generated each year are actually
recycled. That percentage should
grow, as more recycling and
reuse options are become avail-
able. 

Electronics recycling has
become a fast growing specialty
industry. Reputable companies
ensure proper environmental
management of the computer
through disassembly of the com-
ponents and the recovery and
recycling of salvageable parts,
including metals, plastics, and
glass. Other components may be
hazardous and require regulated
disposal. Because of these fac-
tors, there is often a cost associ-
ated with recycling consumer
electronics. Companies specializ-
ing in electronics recycling may
be listed in the yellow pages of
your telephone book under com-
puter or recycling listings. Some

larger communities contract with
electronic recyclers and host
electronics recycling drives, for
residents to drop off old comput-
ers. Such drives can generate
several tons of old computers in
a single day. Check with your
local recycling or solid waste
office, or call the 800 number of
the consumer hotline for your
computer manufacture for more
information on where to recycle
obsolete computers.

Electronics Recycling:
Computing New Ways to Recycle

¥ 47 cubic feet of mixed paper

¥ 33 cubic feet of 
mixed plastics 

¥ 30 cubic feet of cardboard

¥ 21 cubic feet of plastic film

¥ 18 cubic feet of food waste 
(compost)

¥ 14 cubic feet of newspaper

¥ 13 cubic feet of #2 HDPE 
plastic bottles

¥ 10 cubic feet of #1 PET 
plastic bottles

¥ 9 cubic feet of textiles

¥ 7 cubic feet of 
aluminum cans

¥ 7 cubic feet of steel 
food cans

¥ 5 cubic feet of magazines

¥ 5 cubic feet of 
glass containers

COMPUTER DISPOSAL FACTS 
¥ 20 million obsolete computers are discarded each year.

¥ Electronics contributes 30 to 40 % of lead in the
environment according to the U.S. EPA.

¥ The average computer contains 4 lbs of copper and 
8.5 lbs of aluminum.


